CURRICULUM VITAE
Paul Tan Chee Ing

Born in Yong Peng, Johor, on 5 April 1940, Bishop Paul Tan Chee Ing spent his first few years there. After the Japanese war, his mother, who was prisoner of the communists, escaped to Singapore. She later brought her whole family to Singapore. His father died during the Japanese war.

Bishop Paul did his primary and secondary school in Singapore. Since his family objected to his desire to be a priest, he went to teach in Kangar, Perlis, for a year. After that year, reluctantly his family allowed him to go to Hong Kong to join the Society of Jesus at the early age of 19 years old. 

After two years of novitiate in Hong Kong, he was sent to the Philippines to do his university studies. There he obtained a B.A. honours in Humanities in 1964 and an M.A. in Philosophy in 1966. Then, he was sent to Taiwan to do two years of pastoral work. He taught English and English Literature in the University of Taiwan. At the same time, he attended classes in Chinese philosophy. For his theology, he went to Ireland where he obtained a Licentiate (equivalent to M.A.) in 1972. In view of the then plan to send him as a missionary to China, he was sent to France to do his doctorate in Chinese contemporary history. With a doctorate in Chinese Studies in 1995, he came back to Malaysia.
He was posted to the Jesuit community at St. Francis Xavier Church, Petaling Jaya. Later in the year 1976, he went to Colombia, Latin America, for his last year of spiritual formation. He returned home in 1977.
At the initiative of Archbishop Tan Sri Dominic Vendargan with the cooperation of Mr. and Mrs. Chooi Mun Sou, he started the Catholic Research Centre in the compound of the Archbishop’s House. He was director of CRC until he left Rome in February 1993.

It was there that he found the need to enter into dialogue with other Christians who do not profess the Catholic faith and with people who profess beliefs other than that of the Christians. The late Dr. Teoh Jin-inn and he initiated the process to form the Malaysian Consultative Council of Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism and Sikhism and the Christian Federation of Malaysia. In 1983, MCCBCHS was officially registered and in 1985, CFM was inaugurated. He was Secretary General to MCCBCHS till 1992. 
In 1993, he was called to Rome to be the Assistant for East Asia and Oceania to the Superior General of the Jesuits, a post he held till 2003 when he was appointed bishop of Melaka-Johor Diocese by the Pope. He was ordained bishop on 15 May 2003.

Appointed as Chairperson of the Christian Conference of Malaysia (CFM) on 16 April, 2005. As Chairperson of CFM, he was appointed a member of the newly setup Jewatankuasa Keagamaan di Bawah Panel Penasihat Perpaduan Negara on 17 May 2005.

He has written a number of articles and two books:  In Defence of … and Straight to Catholics.
He speaks and writes English, Manderin, Italian, French and Bahasa Malaysia. He can read and speak, although not fluently, Spanish. He speaks also Fuchow, his mother tongue, Hockian and Cantonese. With the help of the dictionary, he can read Latin.
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